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TOMATO, TOMATO  
Whether you go with the tomato’s scien-
tific classification as a fruit or its more 
socially common role as a vegetable, 
Nashville’s Tomato Art Fest, August 11–12, 
welcomes those on both sides of the 
debate. Founded in 2004  by Meg and Bret 
MacFadyen, owners of the local Art & 

Invention Gallery, the once small art show of tomato-inspired works has grown into a 
grand festival of competitions, entertainment, crafts, vendors, food and drinks, drawing 
nearly 60,000 visitors each year. Festivalgoers can listen to live music at the Friday night 
kickoff concert and view artwork inspired by the beloved fruit/vegetable at the Tomato 
Art Preview Party. Visitors can also participate in Saturday’s Push, Pull, and Wear Pa-
rade; enjoy the festival’s first Bloody Mary Stage, mixing up cocktail concoctions; and 
pick up some culinary tips at the Cooking Demonstration Stage, using—what else?— 
tomatoes as the key ingredient. For more, visit tomatoartfest.com. —Olivia Sullivan

A CUBAN  
CELEBRATION 

From Cuban sandwiches to classic cars, 
experience a true Cuban celebration at the 
eighth-annual Festival Cubano, August 11–13 
in Chicago. Each year, an estimated 75,000 
people come together to celebrate Cuba’s 
culture, rich with music, food, dance and art.

Music artists—such as singer Victor Manu-
elle and group Charanga Habanera, both 
Latin Grammy Award nominees—will per-
form. Food selections will be served by 50 
restaurants, such as the 90 Miles Cuban Cafe, 
which created the world’s largest Cuban 
sandwich (stretching 90 feet) during last 
year’s festival.

Family-friendly events include a petting 
zoo, musical-instrument workshops and 
carnival rides. The festival also features many 
Cuban traditions, such as Rumba Parades and 
Cuban domino tournaments. New this year is 
a boxing ring and a classic Cuban cars compe-
tition. Visit thecubanfestival.com for more 
information.  —Jill Christensen 

WELL-CREASED 
To create the 3-D, nearly life-size animals 
in “Epic Origami,” at the Denver Interna-
tional Airport, July 15–Oct. 1, artists first 
patched together paper and other materi-

als to make 20-by-20-foot sheets. Those 
sheets were then creased with hundreds 
of folds to transform them into the exhib-
it’s more than 20 animals. Creatures on 
display include a large great white buffalo, 
a 5-foot dragon and a family of penguins. 

The exhibit’s lead artist, Bonnie Cherni, 
has been practicing origami since she was 
15 and credits origami great John Mon-
troll as her inspiration. The exhibit will 
also feature work by origami artists such 
as Robert J. Lang, who has catalogued 
more than 500 designs.  For more, vis-
it epicorigami.com. —Andrew Waite

 Cuban bands will perform as part of 
Festival Cubano, Aug. 11–13 in Chicago. 






















